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From Darwin, the trip to Nhulunbuy via the Central Arnhem Road is a return journey of just over 
2000km. Take the Stuart Highway south and 50km south of Katherine turn off at Maranboy. You will 
travel through the Aboriginal communities of Barunga, Beswick and Bulman. A permit to enter 
Aboriginal land is needed and this can be obtained from the Northern Land Council.  
 

 
Route of our drive 
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Our drive to Nhulunbuy took two comfortable days with a camp over night stops at Mainoru each way.  

Day 1 – Thursday 26 July  

The group mustered at the Katherine Visitor information centre and caught up over lunch. At 1pm, we 
headed off in convey to the Maranboy turn off.  
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Signs at the Stuart Highway/Central Arnhem Road 
turnoff 

 

 

 

 

 
Maranboy mine ruins 

 

 
 

 
 
Ruins of the Maranboy hospital 
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Two goats were the only security at the old Maranboy 
hospital 

 

 

 
 
One goat got friendly with Janie Mason 

 

 
Afternoon break was at the Lookout Site 
 
From left: Kevin Coonan, Earl James, Laurie 
DeFrenne, Ruth Kerr, Alan Mitchell, Matthew James, 
Lyn Reid, Janie Mason, Fiona Scott & Brian Reid 

 

 
 

A magnificent view from the Lookout Site 

We arrived at Mainoru Store late afternoon and set up camp for the night. Mainoru Store is a lovely 
place to camp as it has showers, toilets, fuel and some groceries. The camping ground is sparse with 
plenty of shade, trees and lawn. We were able to have our open camp fire that evening to sit around, 
drink wine and chat about the day.  

Day 2 – Friday (Darwin Show Day) 27 July  

We headed off to Nhulunbuy around 8.30am. Morning smoko was at Wilton Creek and lunch at Flat 
Rock Creek. Then we had our first blowout. Earl and Matthew James were the lucky ones! We arrived 
at Nhulunbuy around 3pm and set up camp at the Walkabout Lodge which is right in town. 

The Lodge caters for campers, cabin/hotel accommodation, functions and has a great pub. The 
meals at the pub are well priced and huge.  
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Morning tea at Wilton Creek 

 
From left: Earl & Matthew James, Alan Mitchell, 

Laurie DeFrenne, Ruth Kerr & Kevin Coonan 
 

 

 
  
Lunch at Flat Rock Creek 
From left: Alan Mitchell, Brian & Lyn Reid & Laurie 
DeFrenne. 

 

 
 
Our first blowout.  

 

 
 

How to raise the flat tyre when the vehicle is too low for 
the jack  

 

 
 

Camp at the Walkabout Lodge 

 
 

 

 
 

The camping ground has cheeky cockies which ended 
up stealing 2 loaves of our bread by removing lids & 
coverings. They knew when it was meal time and would 
steal when we were absent.  
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Day 3 – Saturday 28 July  

Today we visited Will Stubbs at Buku-Larrnggay Mulka Art & Museum Centre, Yirrkala who gave an 
interesting talk on the history of the centre and Yirrkala. Our guide around Yirrkala was Witiyana 
Marika, a senior traditional elder and foundation member of Yothu Yindi. Witiyana’s father, Roy was 
one of the Yolngu people who presented the Federal Government with a bark petition in 1963. Next 
stop was the Arnhem Land Historical Society. They are based at the Gove Control Tower site and are 
in the process of developing it as a museum. In the evening, Phil Herdman of the Society gave an 
interesting talk on the history of the Gove area. 

 

 
 

Outside the Buku-Larrnggay Mulka Art & Museum 
Centre. The building was originally the first Yirrkala 
hospital. It was opened as an art centre by Gough 
Whitlam in 1988. 

 

 
 

Inside the art centre, Fiona Scott 

 

 
 
Lyn Reid deciding what to buy  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Matthew James & Witiyana Marika 
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Replica bark petition presented to the Federal 
Government in 1963. The petition asked that the 
Federal Government consider the views of the Yolngu 
before making any decisions that effected them or their 
land 

 

 
 
Maccassan pottery fragments 

 

 
 

Message sticks (peace treaty) presented to the Yolngu 
by anthropologist, Donald Thomson in 1935 

 

 

 
 

Yirrkala memorials to the Yolngu people who served Australia 
and its allies in wars. Also the HMS Patricia which was sunk 

by the Japanese in 1943 near the Wessel Islands 
 

 
 
A mural on the wall of the Yirrkala community store  

 

 
 

Inside the Yirrkala Uniting Church 
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The beautiful sea view from the previous missionary 
houses, now Rirratjingu Aboriginal Corporation 
buildings 
 

 

 
Lunch at Shady Camp. 
From left: Earl & Matthew James, Witiyana Marika & Alan 
Mitchell 

 

 
 

Yirrkala cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 
Inside the headquarters of the Arnhem land Historical 
Society. From left: Laurie DeFrenne, Alan Mitchell, 
Matthew James Lyn & Brian Reid, Earl James, Janie 
Mason, Fiona Scott, Bev Phelts, Ruth Kerr & Kevin 
Coonan 

 
 

 

 
 

Gove Control Tower site and home of the Arnhem land 
Historical Society. The tower was built by the Civil Aviation 

approx 1990 
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Day 4 – Sunday 29 July  

Today we went out to Mt Saunders and climbed the lookout to see magnificent views of the township. 
Then we explored the area around the Rio Tinto Mine (previously Nabalco). The mine no longer 
operates but its claim to fame was that it had the longest conveyor belt in the southern hemisphere.  
This followed with a drive out to East Woody Point beach then to Drimmie Head which was a World 
War 2/Catalina site. The day concluded with a delicious dinner at the Gove Boat Club.  

 

 

 
 

Mt Saunders lookout  

 

 
 
The entrance to the Rio Tinto mine 

 
 

 
 

Rio Tinto Mine – the longest conveyor belt in the southern 
hemisphere 

 

 
 

 
 

The barge bringing in supplies to Nhulunbuy 
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Days 5 & 6 – Monday & Tuesday 30-31 July  

Our last two days of our trip was the drive back to Darwin with an overnight stopover at Mainoru. The 
only casualties were that two vehicles including mine suffered blowouts. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Our tyre was changed with great assistance 
from Kevin Coonan and Matthew James  
 

 
Thanks 
Big thanks to Matthew James our wonderful President and guide who organised the itinerary 
including all necessary communication to secure on ground activities, the permits, the research and 
compilation of our field material that complimented the itinerary. Janie Mason who organised our 
bookings with the Walkabout Lodge. Earl James for his information article " The Road to Gove".  
 
Also our marvelleous Gove hosts: Will Stubbs, Buku-Larrnggay Mulka Art & Museum Centre, 
Witiyana Marika, senior traditional owner and members of the Arnhemland Historical Society. 
 
Participants - Earl James, Matthew James, Bev Phelts, Janie Mason, Ruth Kerr, Alan Mitchell, Brian 
& Lyn Reid, Fiona Scott, Kevin Coonan, Laurie DeFrenne, 

 
Mechanical problems – 3 blowouts 
 
Encounters with Animals – 2 goats, donkeys, horses, buffalo, cockies, cattle, wallabies & 1 dingo 
 
Photographs  - All photographs were provided by Bev Phelts  
 
Note -  Aboriginal Land Permits were required for this trip.  
To buy take away alcohol in Nhulunbuy, a permit is required. An exception is if your accommodation 
is within the same complex, such as the Walkabout Hotel/Lodge.  
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